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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 


YEAR  ENDING   DECEMBER  31,    1960 


Boston,  May  1,  1961. 

Hon.  John  F.  Collins, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  115^ 
Chapter  479,  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended,  I  submit 
herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Building 
Department  during  the  year  1960. 


Robert  E.  York, 
Building  Commissioner. 
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DEPARTMENT  ORGANIZATION 

Administration  and  General  Services 
Technical  Services 
Construction  and  Safety  Inspections 
Mechanical  Inspections 
Electrical  Inspections 

The  administrative  and  general  services  group  is 
charged  with  the  proper  functioning  of  the  department, 
carrying  on  all  routine  office  procedures  and  maintaining 
records  of  the  activities  of  the  department.  All  licenses 
and  permits  are  processed  and  issued  by  this  group. 

The  technical  services  group  passes  on  all  applications 
and  plans  for  permits  for  the  erection,  alteration,  and 
repairing  of  buildings  and  structures.  It  also  conducts 
examinations  and  tests  of  materials  and  methods  used 
in  construction  of  buildings  and  makes  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Building  Commissioner  as  to  approval  or 
disapproval  of  such  methods  and  materials. 

The  construction  and  safety  inspections  group,  com- 
prising the  head  of  the  division,  two  chief  building 
inspectors,  one  chief  egress  inspector,  and  a  staff  of 
building,  egress  and  zoning  inspectors,  inspects  and 
examines  all  buildings  and  structures  in  process  of  erec- 
tion, repair,  alteration,  or  demolition.  It  also  inspects 
all  buildings  as  to  proper  and  sufficient  means  of  egress 
in  relation  to  the  construction  and  occupancy  of  such 
structures. 

The  mechanical  inspections  section  is  charged  with 
the  inspection  of  all  mechanical  functions  in  connection 
with  the  erection  or  alteration  of  buildings  and  struc- 
tures. It  inspects  all  installations  or  extensions  of  plumb- 
ing, gasfitting,  elevator,  and  sprinkler  systems. 

The  electrical  inspections  group  examines  and  inspects 
all  electrical  work,  both  interior  and  exterior,  which 
comes  under  the  control  of  the  Building  Department. 

In  accordance  with  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  City 
Council  and  effective  as  of  December  1,  1956,  there  was 
established  a  revised  schedule  of  fees  for  permits  and 
licenses  issued  by  the  department.  This  revised  schedule 
has  brought  about  a  marked  increase  in  the  revenue  of 
the  department,  though  falling  far  short  of  making  the 
department  self-supporting. 


Building  Department 


FEES  FOR   LICENSES  AND   PERMITS  EFFECTIVE 
DECEMBER   1,   1956 

In  accordance  with  Chapter  7  of  the  Ordinances  of  1956,  the  follow- 
ing fees  for  licenses  and  'permits  are  established  effective  December  1,  1956: 


Appeal  to  Board  of  Appeal  under  Building  Law  (Chapter  479 
of  1938  as  amended) 

Appeal  to  Board  of  Appeal  under  Zoning  Law  (Chapter  488 
of  1924  as  amended) 

Builder's  or  Mechanic's  License  — 

Original  (or  renewal  for  which  examination  is  required)   . 
Renewal 

Building  Permit  — 

Regular  —  $2.00  plus  $1.00  per  $500.00  of  cost.  $2,002.00 

maximum. 
Amendment  —  $2.00  plus  $1.00  per  $500.00  of  cost,  but 

total  of  original  and  all  amendments  not  to  exceed 

$2,000.00  plus  $2.00  primary  fee. 

Special  Foundation  Permit 

Building  Demolition  Permit  —  Primary  fee,  $3.00,  additional 
fee  of  $3.00  for  each  full  story  and  an  additional 
fee  of  $1.00  for  each  full  5,000  cubic  feet. 

Building  Moving  Permit  —  $5.00  plus  $3.00  for  each  5,000 
cubic  feet  in  the  building. 

Permit  to  Change  Building  Occupancy  (Alteration  additional 
fee) 

Building  Plan  Inspection  Fee  —  Group  I  Occupancy 

Other        

Copies  or  Duplicates  of  Licenses  and  Permits    .... 

Dynamo,  Engine,  or  Generator  Installation  Permit  . 

Gasfiitting  Installation,  Alteration,  or  Repair  Permit 
plus  $0.50  for  each  appliance  or  fixture. 

Gasfitter's  License  — 

Master  —  Original  (or  re-examination) 

Renewal 

Journeyman  —  Original  (or  re-examination) 
Renewal         .... 

Gravel  Removal  (gravel,  loam,  or  sand) 

Heating    Installation    Permit  —  $2.00    per    boiler,    furnace, 
heater,  or  other  heat-producing  apparatus. 


$2.00 


$15.00 
25.00 

10.00 
3.00 


5.1 


5.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

5.00 


10.00 
3.00 
5.00 

1.00 

5.00 
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Immediate  Action  Permits,  including  fire)  /m.,  /^/^    i      ^^  ^r^ 

^.      ,         ' .        .  f  j  $1.00  plus  $1.00  per 

escapes,  connectmg  balconies,  signs,  pro->  •     Wqo  OO  of  cost, 
jections,  etc.                                              ; 

Application  for  Approval  of  Location  of  Home  for  Sick  and 

Aged  and  similar  occupancies  (plus  advertising)     .        .        .       25 .  00 

Plumbing  Installation,  Alteration,  or  Repair  Permit  —  New 
plumbing  system  $5.00;  otherwise  $2.00,  plus  in  either  case 
$0.50  per  fixture.    $300.00  maximum. 

Transfer  of  Permit 2 .  00 

Note:  Appurtenances  which  should  not  be  classed  as  fixtures  would  be  those  in  the  category  of 
floor  drains,  sand  traps,  grease  traps,  conductors,  etc. 

Permit  for  Installation,  Alteration,  or  Repair  of  Sprinkler 
System  —  $2.00  plus  $1.00  per  $500.00  of  cost. 

Use  of  Premises  Permit  —  (Construction  or  alteration,  addi- 
tional fee)  3.00 

Welder's  Certificate  of  Qualification 3 .  00 

Elevator    or    Escalator    Installation,    Alteration,    or    Repair 
Permit  — 

Elevator  Installation)  ($12.00  for  first; 

Escalator  >     •        •        •        •        •         <$3.00  each  additional 

Major  Alterations     }  (in  all  cases 

The  following  listed  operations  shall  be  considered  to  be  major  alterations  or  repairs: 

Installing  new  types  of  brakes;  new  controller;  new  machine  automatic;  new  motor;  new  car; 
new  car  cab;  new  overhead  supports;  new  overhead  platform;  new  safeties  or  governor;  new  rails; 
new  drum_  or  traction  sheave;  new  counterweight  enclosures;  new  landing  doors;  new  car  gates; 
new  electric  switches  of  any  kind;  new  hoist,  counterweight,  governor  or  safety  cables;  new  piston 
rods;  new  hydraulic  pressure  tanks;  new  hydraulic  pumps  and  regulators. 

Remodeling  shaftway  enclosure;  filling  in  excess  wall  space  in  shaftway;  dumb-waiter  door  re- 
placements; increasing  capacity  of  car;  increasing  speed  of  car;  changing  type  of  car;  changing 
type  of  installation;  renewal  of  links  or  chains;  extension  of  travel  of  existing  elevator;  relocating 
nxachine  room  of  existing  elevator;  changing  rails  from  wood  to  steel;  any  change  in  signal  system; 
any  additions  to  existing  controller;  any  rebabbiting  job;  all  accident  repairs;  all  fire  repairs. 

Builders  Hoist $2.00  per  car 

Dumb-Waiters  —  Original    installation    and    subsequent 
repairs $1.00  per  car 

Elevator  and  Escalator  Inspection  —  I'^g  00  for  first" 

Usual  hours .     ^a. 00  for  each 

*         additional 

^  ^.^      ,         ,      u  ($12.00  for  first; 

Outside  of  regular  hours )  ^3  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

\  additional 

All  Cases ,         No  maximum 

Elevator  Operator's  License  — 

Original  (and  re-examination) $2.00 

Renewal 1.00 


Building  Department  5 

ELECTRICAL 

Primary  Fee $1.00 

Service 1.00 

Main  Switch,  or  like  circuit  breaker — 

lOOA 1.00 

Each  additional  lOOA 1 .  00 

Maximum  fee 20 .  00 

Meter  Loop 1 .  00 

Panel  Board,  if  no  branch  circuits  installed        .        .        .        .  1 .  00 

Branch  Circuit 1 .  00 

Lighting,  500  watt  or  over,  are  lamp,  mercury  vapor  lamp     .  1 .  00 

Lighting  fixture .25 

Lighting  circuit  switch  outlet .25 

Lighting  circuit  plug  receptacle .25 

Sign  —  (plus  converter  and  transformer  charge,  plus  $1  for 
each  kilowatt  of  aggregate  capacity  of  fluorescent  tubes 

and  incandescent  lamps) 1 .  00 

Heat,  per  kilowatt -  25 

Minimum  fee  $0.50 
50  KW  limit  on  single  receptacle. 

2  or  more  devices  under  same  permit,  $0.25  for  each  kilo- 
watt of  aggregate  capacity. 
Welders  are  all  transformer  type. 

Motors,  per  horsepower .25 

Minimum  fee  $0.50 
50  H.  P.  limit  on  single  receptacle. 

2  or  more  under  same  permit,  $0.25  for  each  H.  P.  of  ag- 
gregate capacity. 

Generator,  rectifier  or  other  battery  charging  device — 

10  KW  or  less 2.00 

Over  10  KW  to  25  KW  inclusive 3.00 

Over  25  KW  to  50  KW  inclusive 5.00 

Over  50  KW 10.00 

Also  charge  for  motors  and  transformers,  if  any. 

Transformers,  ignition,  neon  sign,  outhne  lighting  or  signaling  .  50 

lOKVAorless 2.00 

Over  10  KVA  to  25  KVA  inclusive 3.00 

Over  25  KVA  to  50  KVA  inclusive 5.00 

Over  50  KVA 10.00 

Temporary  permit,  30  days  or  less 1 .  00 

Plus  1/3  of  permanent  fee  as  indicated  above. 

Reinspection  after  correction  of  defective  work         .        .        .  2 .  00 

Maintenance  Permit 1 .  00 
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PUBLIC   SAFETY   COMMISSION 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  203  of  the  Acts  of 
1959,  approved  April  15,  1959,  the  Pubhc  Safety  Com- 
mission was  established  as  a  part  of  the  Administrative 
Services  Department,  subject  to  acceptance  of  the  act 
by  the  Boston  City  Council  and  its  approval  by  the 
mayor. 

The  act  was  accepted  by  the  city  council  on  December 
14,  1959,  and  approved  by  the  mayor  on  December  16, 
1959. 


Number  of  permits  and  licenses  issued  from  January  1 
to  December  31,  1960,  by  the  Permit  Division  of  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  Building  Department,  and 
revenue  received  for  same : 


Class 


Number  of 
Permits  and 

Licenses  Issued 


Revenue 
Received 


Garages 


Private 
Lubritorium 
Washstand 
Repair  Shop 
Business 


487  cars  105  permits 

6  cars  4  permits 

20  cars  3  permits 

110  cars  16  permits 

105  cars  14  permits 


240 

250 

1,430 

903 


728  cars     142  permits    $3,752 


Totals 

Flammables 

Total  Gallonage:  818,815  gallons 

Total    Number   of    Cubic    Feet   of    Gases: 
250,595 

Parking  Spaces 


Total  Number  of  Parking  Spaces  for  Cars: 
21,605  cars 

Total   Number   of   Square   Feet:  5,427,505 
Square  Feet 

Total 


$3,752.00 


4,358.00 


41,368.25 


$49,478.25 


Building  Department 
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BEACON  HILL  ARCHITECTURAL  COMMISSION 

(Chapter  616,  Acts  of  1955  as  amended) 


March  15,  1961. 

Hon.  John  F.  Collins, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor: 

This  report  for  the  year  1960,  is  the  sixth  annual 
report  of  the  Beacon  Hill  Architectural  Commission, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  616, 
Acts  of  1955  as  amended,  is  submitted  herewith  through 
the  Building  Commissioner. 

This  Commission  has  the  duty  of  passing  on  the 
appropriateness  of  all  changes  to  exterior  architectural 
features  of  structures  in  the  Historic  Beacon  Hill 
District.  Three  meetings  were  held  during  the  year. 
Fees  for  Certificates  of  Appropriateness  totaled  $120.00. 
Cases  were  disposed  of  as  follows : 

23 

1 

35 

31 

3 

93 


1 .  Certificates  of  appropriateness  issued 

2.  Certificates  of  appropriateness  held  over 

3.  Certificates  of  non-applicability  issued 

4.  Certificates  for  ordinary  repairs   . 

5.  Advisory  opinions  given 

Total  cases 


Total  cases  for  former  years  were:  1956,  73;  1957,  93; 
1958,  73;  1959,  119. 

The  membership  of  the  Commission  as  appointed 
by  former  Mayor  John  B.  Hynes  stood  throughout 
the  year  as  follows,  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Bisbee, 
who  was  appointed  by  Your  Honor: 


Member 

Nominated  by 

Term  Ends 

Carmen  DiStefano 
John  Codman 
Robert  E.  Minot 
Charles  A.  Callanan 
Dorothy  W.  Bisbee 
Andrew  H.  Hepburn 

Boston  Society  of  Architects 
Boston  Real  Estate  Board 
Beacon  Hill  Civic  Association 
The  Mayor 
The  Mayor 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of 
New  England  Antiquities 

May  1,  1963 
May  1,  1962 
May  1,  1961 
May  1,  1960* 
May  1,  1965 
May  1,  1964 

*  Mr.  Callanan  served  until  September  20,  1960,  when  Mrs,  Bisbee  was 
appointed. 
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Frank  J.  Coughlin,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Building  Department,  continued  to  act  as  Secretary 
to  the  Commission. 

The  frequent  complaint  that  we  have  heard  about 
the  administration  of  architectural  control  laws  in 
other  Historic  Districts  has  been  the  inconvenience 
caused  by  delay  in  receiving  a  decision.  This  Com- 
mission has  used  every  means  within  the  law  to  give 
as  prompt  service  as  is  reasonably  possible.  On 
applications  for  change  of  color,  and  for  other  minor 
changes  or  additions  that  obviously  are  appropriate, 
we  have  taken  advantage  of  the  waiver  of  public  hearing 
provision  in  the  Law,  and  have  had  the  colors  approved 
by  one  or  more  Architect  members,  and,  where  drawings 
are  required,  by  at  least  three  members,  and  have  given 
quick  approval.  Certificates  of  Appropriateness  are 
then  formally  confirmed  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Commission. 

The  above  procedure,  the  arranging  for  as  many 
cases  as  possible  to  come  before  a  meeting,  and  the 
fewer  applications  submitted,  resulted  in  the  necessity 
of  holding  only  three  meetings  in  1960. 

The  term  of  Charles  A.  Callanan,  vice-chairman  of 
the  Commission,  expired  on  May  1,  1960.  He  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  Hynes,  as  his  representative, 
when  the  Commission  was  formed  in  November,  1955. 
In  that  Mr.  Callanan  was  Building  Commissioner  at 
the  time  and  had  been  many  years  in  the  City  service, 
was  a  resident-property  owner  just  outside  of  the 
Historic  District,  he  was  obviously  a  very  valuable 
member  of  the  Commission,  especially  during  those 
initial  years  when  the  procedure  for  the  new  Commission, 
a  new  concept  in  Massachusetts,  had  to  be  formulated. 
However,  Mr.  Callanan's  special  value  to  the  Com- 
mission was  his  insistence  on  high  standards,  his  devotion 
to  and  enthusiasm  for  the  work  of  the  Commission. 
The ,  Historic  Beacon  Hill  District  and  the  City  of 
Boston  are  much  in  his  debt. 

Robert  E.  Minot,  who  has  served  on  the  Commission 
since  the  start,  was  elected  vice-chairman  in  place 
of  Mr.  Callanan. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Bisbee,  whom  Your  Honor  has 
appointed  as  your  representative,  should  prove  a 
valuable  member  of  the  Commission,  as  she  is  a  long- 
time resident  of  the  Historic  District  and  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  civic  affairs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Codman,  Chairman. 
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Classification  of  Department  Personnel 
(As  effective  on  December  31,  1960.) 


Quota 


Title 


1  Building  Commissioner     . 

1  Deputy  Building  Commissioner 

1  Executive  Secretary  . 

1  Head  of  Construction  and  Safety 

Inspections  Division 
1  Head    of    Mechanical    Inspections 

Division 

1  Superintendent,   Electrical   Inspec 

tions  Division 
1  Principal  Structural  Engineer 
1  Assistant  Executive  Secretary 

1  Technical    Assistant    to    Bu 

Commissioner 

2  Senior  Construction  Engineer 
2  Senior  Construction  Engineer 

1  Zoning  Administrator 

2  Head  Administrative  Clerk 
1  Chief  Plumbing  Inspector 

1  Senior  Legal  Assistant 

2  Chief  Building  Inspector  . 
1  Chief  Egress  Inspector 
1  Chief  Electrical  Inspector 
1  Chief  Elevator  Inspector 
1  Chief  Gas  Fitting  Inspector 

1  Chief  Sprinkler  Inspector 

2  Building  Plan  Examiner  . 

2  Head  Clerk 
1  Head  Statistical  Clerk 

19  Interior  Electrical  Inspector 
1  Head  Cashier 

3  Exterior  Electrical  Inspector 
1  Chief  of  Permit  Division  . 

1  Legal  Assistant  . 

2  Senior  Egress  Inspector    . 
1  Supervisor,  Street  Numbering 
1  Senior  Cashier 

23  Building  Inspector     . 
1  Principal  Clerk  and  Secretary 
9  Elevator  Inspector     . 
7  Gas  Fitting  Inspector 
7  Plumbing  Inspector  . 

3  Sprinkler  Inspector    . 
1  Street  Numbering  Inspector 
5  Zoning  Egress  Inspector  . 


Grade 

32 
32 

30 

30 


Compensation 

$916.67 

157.00 

682.95 

147.50 

147  50 


30 

147  50 

30 

641.63 

.   28 

138.00 

ilding 

.   28 

138.00 

.   28 

138.00 

28  $270.05-453.08 

.   28 

138.00 

.   26 

128.50 

.   .   26 

128.50 

.   .   25 

123.75 

.   24 

104.75-119.00 

.   .   24 

119.00 

.   .   24 

109.50 

.   24 

119.00 

24 

109.50 

.   24 

114  25 

.   24 

97.75 

22 

109.50 

.   21 

97.75 

.   21 

87.25-104.75 

.,   21 

104.75 

.   21 

97.75-104.75 

.   20 

109.50 

.   .   20 

101.25 

.   20 

97.75-101.25 

20 

101.25 

.   19 

94.25 

.   .   19 

81.25-  91.75 

19 

97.75 

18 

78.75-  94.25 

18 

78.75-  94.25 

.   18 

87.75-  94.25 

18 

78.75-  90.75 

.   17 

90.75 

17 

90.75 

135 
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3  Principal  Clerk  .... 

1  Encroachment  Investigator 
8  Senior  Clerk  and  Typist  . 

2  Senior  Clerk  and  Stenographer 
1  Motor  Equipment  Operator  . 
5  Clerk  and  Typist 


17 

$81.25- 

87.25 

15 

71.75 

13 

66.25- 

78.75 

13 

73.95- 

78.75 

12 

81.25 

53.75 
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On  January  1,  1960,  there  were  (estimated)  in  the  City 
of  Boston  — 

Brick  and  other  Fire  Resistive  buildiags  .        .      45,828 
Erected  during  the  year 165 

45,993 

Taken  down  during  the  year 298 

Existing  on  January  1,  1961 45,695 

Wood  Buildings 96,316 

Erected  during  the  year 448 

96,764 

Taken  down  during  the  year 321 

Existing  on  January  1,  1961 96,443 

Total  number  of  buildings  (estimated)  in  Boston  January  1,  1961    142,138 

The  following  is  a  statement  by  materials,  number 
and  estimated  cost  the  erection  and  the  alterations  of 
buildings  or  structures  for  which  applications  were 
filed  with  the  Building  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  year  1960. 


Material 

New  Buildings 

Alterations 

No. 

Cost 

No. 

Cost 

Brick 

84 

$4,977,100 

1,669 

$5,566,200 

Stone         

— 

— 

13 

163,500 

Concrete  and  Reinforced  Concrete 

59 

24,480,000 

493 

14,574,200 

Steel  Frame 

22 

572,900 

58 

780,300 

Concrete  Block,  Hollow  TUe  and 
Terra  Cotta 

— 

— 

27 

95,500 

Other  Fire  Resistive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Fire  Resistive  Buildings 

165 

$30,030,000 

2,260 

$21,183,200 

Wood 

448 

$6,243,500 

2,938 

$2,141,600 

Total  All  Construction 

613 

$36,273,500 

5,198 

$23,324,800 

Building  Department 
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The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  of 
new  buildings  for  purposes  of  habitation  together  with 
the  number  of  family  accommodations  provided  thereby 
for  the  erection  of  which  applications  were  filed  with 
the  Building  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  during 
the 

Twelve=Month  Period 


Number  of  Family  Units 

1960 

1959 

IN  Each  Building 

Buildings 

Families 

Buildings 

Families 

] 

383 
19 

34 

383 
38 

1,108 

412 
9 
1 
4 

412 

2 

18 

4 

4 

172 

Total 

436 

1.529 

426 

606 

Estimated  Cost 

$16,243,700 

$5,944,000 

1 

Summary  of  Housing  Construction  to  Date 


Twelve 

Months 


Number  of  habitations  erected 

Number  of  family  accommodations  provided  by  new  construction 

Number  of  family  accommodations  provided  by  alterations 

Number  of  family  accommodations  eliminated  by  alterations.  ... 

Number  of  family  accommodations  eliminated  by  demolition 

Number  of  habitations  razed 

Net  change  in  number  of  habitations 

Net  change  in  number  of  famDy  accommodations 


436 

1.323 

396 

56 

1,774 

619 

—183 

—111 


Habitations  Razed  and  Family  Accommodations 

Eliminated 


1960 


Buildings 


Families 


One-family  dwelling 

Two-family  dwelling 

Three-family  dwelling 

Four-family  dwelling  and  over 

Total 


383 
38 


1,108 


1,529 


Building  Department 
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Number  of  Documents  and  Fees  Received  by  the 
Building  Department  —  January  1  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1960 


New  documents 

Elevator 

Alterations 

Electrical  inspections 

Electrical  added 

Elevator  licenses  issued  or  renewed 

Elevator  inspections,  for  both 

Plumbing,  old     . 

Plumbing,  new    . 

Heating,  boilers 

Gas,  old 

Gas,  new 

Sprinklers    . 

Board  of  Appeal 

Amendments 

Foundations 

Law  books  . 

Pamphlets   . 

Master  gas  Ucense  issued  or  renewed 

Journeyman  gas  license  issued  or  renewed 

Master    and    journeyman    gas    licenses 

renewed   . 
Class  B,  garages 
Class  C,  inflammables 
Class  D,  parking  space 
Code  interpretation   . 
Welders 

Duplicate  permits,  etc. 
Commissioner's  hearing 
Plans,  photo,  certified  copy 
Bulletin  Publication    . 


Documents 
654 
82 

6,491 

9,252 

1,775 

5,066 

1,793 

1,463 
463 

1,037 

5,375 
211 
149 
282 
166 
63 
594 
495 
91 
362 


14 
14 
16 

283 
3 


Fees 

$40,034.00 

620.00 

54,898 .  50 

90,274.20 

33,907.26 

6,280.00 

19,410.00 

6,956.50 

4,997.00 

2,397.00 

14,063.00 

668.50 

1,151.00 

5,385.00 

2,011.00 

310.00 

1,484.00 

243.50 

364.00 

625.00 


560  2,240.00 

142  3,752.00 

82  4,358.00 

306  41,368.25 


Totals 37,734 


42.00 

14.00 

400.00 

1,078.50 

55.00 

,387.21 
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Summary  of  Examinations  and  Reports,  1960 


New  buildings 5,671 

Alterations 21,951 

Boilers,  engines,  etc.          .......  30 

Plumbing,  new 2,097 

Plumbing,  alterations 4,957 

Plumbing  tests 300 

Gas  fitting,  new 482 

Gas  fitting,  alterations 10,523 

Gas  fitting,  tests 4,529 

Egress 21,406 


Elevator  inspections 
Elevator  tests     . 
Sprinklers    ... 
Standpipes  ... 
Tests  of  both 
Zoning  ... 

Plans    .... 
Special  form  applications 
Fires     .... 


5,752 
3,650 
3,031 

232 
2,121 
2,912 
2,360 
6,000 

909 


Gas  accidents: 
Fatal 

Nonfatal 


7 
30 


Elevator  accidents: 

Fatal 

Nonfatal 

Building  accidents  —  special  reports 
(violations 
(unsafe  buildings 


Complaints  made 


Finals 

Communications  acted  on        .        .        . 
Special  detail  —  Civil  Defense  inspections 
Complaints  referred  to  Court  for  action 


6 

48 

10 

510 

504 

1,442 

1,100 

1,510 

410 
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ELECTRICAL   INSPECTION   DIVISION 


and 


cus- 


volts 


of 


No. 

1  Exterior  inspections  made 

2  Interior  inspections  made 

3  Manholes  constructed 

4  Underground  services  installed 

5  Poles  set  in  new  locations 

6  Poles  removed  .... 

7  Poles  standing  in  public  way 

8  Notices  of  overhead  construction 

9  Notices  of  underground  construction 

10  Reports  of  overhead  construction 

1 1  Reports  of  underground  construction 

12  Notices  of  street  lamp  locations    . 

13  Street  locations  investigated  (lamps) 

14  Vaults   constructed   in   public   ways 

tomers'  vaults       .... 

15  Vaults  installed  in  public  ways  —  13 

and  customers'  vaults 

16  Underground    conduit    installed,     number 

linear  feet      .... 

17  Accident  reports  investigated,  exterior 

18  Boarding  and  nursing  homes  investigated 

19  Hospitals  inspected 

20  Nursery  schools  inspected 

21  Foster  homes  inspected  . 

22  Clinics  inspected 

23  Harvard  medical  school  inspected 

24  Miscellaneous  inspections 

25  Fires  investigated     . 

26  Permits  granted  for  electrical  work,  interior 

27  Complaints  received  and  investigated,  interior 

28  Grants  of  location  approved  .... 

29  Streets  affected 

30  Underground  services  approved  and  referred  to 

Public  Works  Department 

31  Plans  loaned  to  utility  companies  and  returned 

32  Underground    installation    completed,    110,000 

volts,  Charlestown  to  Brighton,  Brighton  to 
West  Roxbury 


1960 

6,170 

32,022 

140 

779 

1,118 

1,019 

22,904 

3,260 

1,680 

2,977 

1,160 

367 

367 

11 

328 

251,590 

210 

289 

231 

79 

11 

2 

40 

40 

140 

11,025 

768 

62 

70 

1,257 
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Financial  Report,  1960  —  Expenditures 

1.  Personal  Services: 

10.  Permanent  employees       ....    $671,300.00 

11.  Temporary  employees       ....  — 

12.  Overtime 8,000.00 

$679,300.00 

2.  Contractual  Services: 

21.  Communications $600.00 

27.  Repairs  and  servicing  of  equipment       .  400 .  00 

28.  Travel  expenses  —  inside  the  state         .  16,400.00 

29.  Other  contractual  services        .        .        .  1,300.00 

$18,700.00 

3.  Supplies  and  Materials: 

30.  Automotive  supplies  and  materials  .  $150.00 
36.  Office  supplies  and  materials  .  .  .  7,500.00 
39.     Other  operating  supplies  and  materials  350.00 

$8,000.00 

4.  Current  Charges  and  Obligations: 

49.     Dues,  subscriptions  and  licenses,  etc.     .  $150.00 

5.  Equipment: 

59.     Library $150.00 

Grand  total $706,300  00 

Appropriation $707,550  00 

Department  income $339,387  21 

Unsafe  buildings  razed  by  city        .        .   170 
Unsafe  buildings  shored  bycity  or  other- 
wise secured  against  trespass       .        .     20 
Total  expenditure  for  shoring,  securing, 

and  razing $169,279  00 
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BOARD   OF   EXAMINERS  OF  GAS   FITTERS 


Examinations  conducted  .... 
Applicants  examined : 

/master     . 
(journeyman 
(master 
(journeyman     . 

(master   . 
(journeyman 
(master 
(journeyman 


Written  examination  — 
Passed 

Oral  examination  — 
Passed  and  certified  — 


32 
79 
14 
65 
14 
65 
14 
64 


BOARD   OF  APPEAL 


The  Board  of  Appeal,  established  in  accordance  with 
section  117,  of  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended, 
in  its  functioning,  may  vary  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
referred  to  it  in  specific  cases  which  appear  to  them  not 
to  have  been  contemplated  by  this  Act  although  covered 
by  it,  or  in  cases  where  manifest  injustice  is  done, 
provided  that  the  decisions  of  the  Board  in  such  a  case 
shall  have  the  assent  of  four  members  under  the  Build- 
ing Law  and  shall  be  unanimous  under  the  Zoning  Law 
(chapter  488,  Acts  of  1924,  as  amended)  and  shall  not 
conflict  with  the  spirit  of  any  provision  of  said  Acts. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  summary  of  the  work  of 
this  department  for  the  year  1960. 

In  re  Building  Law,  Chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as 
amended : 

Decisions  rendered         . 122 

Appeals  received 126 

Decisions  rendered  also  in  re  cases  carried  over  from  1959  5 

Appeals  sustained 21 

Appeals  sustained  with  provisos 85 

Appeals  dismissed 10 

Appeals  withdrawn 1 

Appeals  pending 15 
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In  re  Zoning  Law,   Chapter  488,  Acts  of   1924,  as 
amended : 

Decisions  rendered 145 

Appeals  received 155 

Decisions  also  rendered  in  re  cases  carried  over  from  1959  3 

Appeals  sustained 27 

Appeals  sustained  with  provisos 84 

Appeals  dismissed 30 

Appeals  withdrawn 1 

Appeals  pending 17 


BOARD   OF   EXAMINERS 


The  Board  of  Examiners  in  the  Building  Department 
was  created  by  ordinance  in  1913  and  was  re-established 
under  legislative  act  in  1938.  Its  three  members  are 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  are  delineated  under  the 
law  as  an  architect  or  engineer,  a  contractor  or  building- 
trades  mechanic,  and  an  attorney  or  person  with  some 
legal  knowledge. 

The  Board  acts  upon  applications  of  persons  desiring 
to  be  licensed  in  Boston  as  construction  superintendents, 
approving  or  rejecting  said  applications  under  certain 
regulations  adopted  by  it  as  procedure. 

Under  such  rules  the  Board  in  1960  continued  to 
examine  and  qualify  applicants  and  to  work  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Building  Department  in  the  matter  of 
licensing  superintendents. 


Following  is  a  table  of  1960  activities : 

Applications  received        ....           207 
Applications  approved      ....           135 
Applications  rejected         ....             72 

Licenses  reissued 127 

Licenses  renewed 2,060 

Fees 

$1,350.00 

1,270.00 
6,180.00 

Total  receipts 

$8,800.00 

CiTT  OP  Boston 
Administrative    Services    Department 
Printing  ^^^^  Section 


